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FROM THE VERY MESSY OFFICE
OF OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Friends and Fellow Lions,

As we begin a new Lions Year, there

is always a noticeable surge of excitement among the clubs
and the Lions leadership. New ideas are discussed, and new
voices are heard, and if we are being honest, new voices are
something that Lions struggle to hear and have, especially
later in the year.

As most of you know, our former Executive Director, Lynn
Wilhoite, my grandfather, passed away in February. Lynn
spent decades volunteering his time and service to the Lions,
and my family received many notes and emails noting how he
encouraged others to take on a larger role in Lions,
especially women. These stories inspired my family to
decide to donate to Tennessee Lions Charities in Lynn's
memory with the hope that it would be used to establish a
committee that would develop service projects that would
allow female Lions to help other women, highlight the
important role that women play in the Lions and leadership,
and bring new voices to the organization.



ﬂ:ﬂ 5 | am excited to say that

97> Tennessee Lions Charities’
board of trustees voted to
approve the Women in Lions
project at our last board
meeting! We are currently
buildingg a committee of
female Lions to help the

project get off the ground. If you are interested, please do
not hesitate to reach out to me.

A few weeks ago, my grandmother, Wondell Wilhoite, passed
away. While she spent years volunteering for the Lions and
Tennessee Lions Charities, she never took the steps to
become a Lion. When my grandfather joined the Lions Club,
women were not allowed to be a part of the organization.
Sadly, this was not out of the ordinary at the time, and my
grandmother and other wives donated their time and skills to
support their husbands in their Lions’ service, but never had
a voice in the organization. When the Lioness Clubs were
developed, my grandmother chose not to join the
organization. In 1987, when Lions International voted to
allow women to become Lions, Lynn asked my grandmother
to become a Lion since she was already heavily involved.

Her reply:



“Why would | want to be part of an organization that
didn’t want me at the start?”

Family lore varies on the exact wording and motivation, but
this is the answer | was given when | asked.

Despite never becoming a Lion herself, my grandmother
remained dedicated to helping my grandfather’'s local club
and supporting his work with TLC. She also counted the
Lions among her closest friends.

Hopefully, TLC's Women in Lions project will inspire new
women to bring their voices to their local club, district, and
Lions International, but if there is a grandmother or aunt who
still feels that they can't join the Lions, we’'d love to change
their thoughts on Lions too.

AT ot

Arthur Wilhoite

Executive Director

Tennessee Lions Charities, Inc.
Email: arthurwilhoite@tnlions.com
Office: (615) 690-8644 ext. 222
Cell: (615) 594-1868



KidSight

Two great programs that allow Tennessee’s Lions to
serve the children in their communities!
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& Over 727. 442 children have

% participated'in KidSight Outreach
vision screening since 1997!

h3,908 children have been referred
for life-changing treatment thanks
to RidSight Outreach’s early

AN\ detection of vision problems!

Kindergarten & Pre - K

- o Launched in 20224 as a way to meet
the needs of charter schools in
I.éﬂl_l(,ﬂfl_ﬂsglght Nashville, TN.
Provides vision screenings to older

Grades 1-12 students.

Over! 11,019 participants in the few
years since’its launch!




July 2026 Report

To view the full report visit our website!

www.TennesseelionsCharities.org/library

134 kindergarten and pre-k students screened!

16 kindergarten and pre-k referred for treatment that will
allow for improved social, behavioral, and educational
development.

Ten Lions Club KidSight volunteers spent an estimated 15
hours conducting seven KidSight Outreach vision
screenings totaling $521in volunteer time.

The Current Estimated National Value of Each Volunteer Hour Is $34.79. - independentsector.org

Top KidSight Outreach
Screening Clubs in July
Lions Club # Screened # Referred
Mt. Juliet / West Wilson 70 6
Murfreesboro 29 7
Woodbury 25 3
Greeneville 10 0


https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/library
https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/library
https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/library
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July 2026 Report

365 students across the state of Tennessee in
grades1-12 participated in KidSightPLUS!

132 students received referrals from these
screenings.

The families of these referred students received
referral information that empowers them to. make
informed decisions about their child’s healthcare!

iTopKidSightPLUSIClubs KidSightPLUS is a great
2026 service project for
i I
Club Screened Referred communlty events!
Woodbury 130 32 . . I
Murfreesboro 117 41 Larger population served!
Nolensville 107 58 e Simpler protocols!
Greeneville 1 1

o Same elevated service that
empowers and educates

Visit our.website to learn more! parents!

www.TennesseelionsCharities.org/KidSightPLUS  Ask how we can get you
prepared for your next
community event!



@ KidSight Qutreach

N . o [rearamaend
(L Kindergarten, Pre-K, and Daycares iy

Caonsent of Parent/Guardian

The Lions Chubs in year community, in conjunction with Tennessee Lions Charitics, Ine., will affier fres vision sercenings
a1 vour child's school. The scrcening will provide: a digital reading of vous child's cyes. No physical contact is made with
your child, and ey drops ars unncssssary. Results will b retamed o ihe sereening site where they will be available to you
within tweo woeks.

I ihe undersignd, give permission for my child, named below, to participate in the sereening event. | understand
the following reganding this program:
1. The information obtained from Uhis vision serocning is preliminary oy and docs not constitute a diagnosis of
vision problems.
2 Thereis no charge to participaie in the vision sereening
3 Tunderstand that [ m mpau\ihl_: for arranging an eye exam i my child _lua been rut'»jwd_ _l]m-ngh the _Kid-‘ifighl Consent of Parent/Guardian G rad es 1'12
wvision screening. 1 give permission For my doctor to share the evaluation results with Tenmessee Lions eSS
“harities and Vanderhilt University. The Lions Clabs i yor ity im parinership with Tennesses Lions Charities, Inc. are offering free vision sereenings
T understand and give my permission to be contacted by Tenmesses Lions Charities” follow-up coordinates if my 1o your child as part of widSightPhas program. The screening will provids a digital reading of your child’s eyes.
child is referred, (Parents' Guardians of referred children are encouraged to inform the follow-up coordinmtor Mo physical contact is made with your child and cve drops are not necessary. Results will b attachod to this form and
fsee belaw for number| of professional exam dates or exan reswies before the follww-up process begims) returned to you,
1 will not hokd the Lions Clab volunteers, Tennessco Lions Charitics, or Vandarbilt University accountable for
any arrors of commission, omission, or other misdiagnosis. I, thee undersigned, hereby give permission for my child, named below, to participate in the KidSightPhas
’ - scrcening event, | understand the folkowing reganding this program:
The imformaation obaained from this vision sereening is preliminary only, asd docs not constitute a diagnosis of
T " vision problms,
Bowtw. o Fanal or (hcie Tl 2 There bs o charge Lo participate fn the vision scroenin; prscess.
PLEASE PRINT 3 lund that 1 am respensible for full eye exam if my child has been refierred as a result of the

VESKON SCroening.

1) @ @ rennessecliomeharities

Child's Nume Chikd's Date of Bith y . Twill not hald cither the Jocal Lions Club or Tennesses Lions Charitics, Inc. accountable for any crrors of
L commission, omission or other misdiagnusis.

City s Zipy

Pl EMait Signatire of Parent or Guardin
) ) PLEASE PRINT
Is your child already wearing ghasses or receiving treatment prescribed by an eye care professiomal? 0 Yes 0 No
A chilif currently i Mool ot be soreenmed. Stadent’s Name

Results

Pass We are unable to detect a vision problem at this time. Please reallize this screening is not a substitute for
a complete sxany, Consult yous ¢ye care profsional if vou suspeat a vision problem.

Refer Yoar chikl should be examined because he or she may have a condition that has the potential to cause
poar vision in one or both cyes.

Unreadable Re-screen in one year, or see an eye doctor soaner il you suspect a problem.
LT Based on your asswer above, an indication from the school. or a note from a Lions Clal sereening / l ttac Re Su tS

voluntest, your child is Currently Under Treatmert and should contieu that prescribed treatment.

If yow nave arey queestionss about tie scréening process o wish 1o inform our coorinator of @ refernvd Child's exam diate or exam
results, please call the KidSight Guireach offices af (615} 690-8644 ext. 222 ar visit our website a e ere

© Fobrusry 5026, Tomrtsos Lisnr Chorites, boc

I vens harve qeestions about a referral res se contact Tennessee Lisns Charities.

FPhone (615) 690-8644 oxt. 222

KidSigh{®uttreach R P ——
Clickdoliew]latesticonsentiforms)

Questions about implied/opt out consent?

We can provide consent forms that allow you to use a school’s
implied/opt out consent policy. Call or email us to discuss
further.

Email: arthurwilhoite@tnlions.com Phone: 615-594-1868


https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/consentforms
https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/kidsightplus

Sustaining Donors

Arthur Wilhoite
Lelia Gibson
Roy Koskinen
Jim McFarland
Bill Slover

B.J. Blankensihp

Carolyn Blankenship

Fred Mundt
Diane Mundt
Steve Falk
Clifford Swoape
Ron Birdwell

Jill Smelser
Wendy Cain
Scott Shelhamer

Katherine Mangione-Swoape

Patrick Scott
Mark Cook
Debbie Mashburn
Thom Westlake
Connie Emmons
Ann Holbrooks
Rhonda Pruitt
George Putman
Tawnya Buster
Tashena Martinez
Lynn Wright
Steve McLellan
Carl Hirlston

We would like to thank the following
individuals and Lions Clubs for their
support of our efforts in July!

Lions Club Donations

Lexington Lions Club
Lafayette Lions Club
Lafayette Lioness Club
District 12-S Lions

Individual Donations

Alejandro and Tashena Martinez

Learn more about how you can support our
mission and KidSight programs!

www.tennesseelionscharities.org/funding



https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/funding

BECOME A TLC/KIDSIGHT
SUSTAINING DONOR IN 2026 TO
RECEIVE THIS YEAR'S EXCLUSIVE

SUSTAINING DONOR PIN AND
EVERY YEAR'S EXCLUSIVE PIN
GOING FORWARD!

2026'S SUSTAINING DONOR PIN

www.TennesseelionsCharities.org/ksosdi



https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/ksosdi

IMission{Statement:
flolempowerfand supportithelllionslof]

flennesseelthroughlieadershipyprograms)
andfresourcesjthat{strengthenitheirsimpact
onlthelliveslofflennesseans?



https://www.tennesseelionscharities.org/impact

	Monthly  impact
	July  2026
	All reports can be found in full on our website!
	www.TennesseeLionsCharities.org/impact

	Table of Contents
	FROM THE VERY MESSY OFFICE OF OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	I am excited to say that Tennessee Lions Charities’ board of trustees voted to approve the Women in Lions project at our last board meeting!  We are currently building a committee of female Lions to help the project
	project get off the ground.  If you are interested, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
	A few weeks ago, my grandmother, Wondell Wilhoite, passed away. While she spent years volunteering for the Lions and Tennessee Lions Charities, she never took the steps to become a Lion. When my grandfather joined the Lions Club, women were not allowed to be a part of the organization.  Sadly, this was not out of the ordinary at the time, and my grandmother and other wives donated their time and skills to support their husbands in their Lions’ service, but never had a voice in the organization. When the Lioness Clubs were developed, my grandmother chose not to join the organization. In 1987, when Lions International voted to allow women to become Lions, Lynn asked my grandmother to become a Lion since she was already heavily involved.
	Her reply:
	“Why would I want to be part of an organization that didn’t want me at the start?”
	KidSi  ht
	Two great programs that allow Tennessee’s Lions to serve the children in their communities!
	Over 727,442 children have participated in KidSight Outreach vision screening since 1997!
	43,908 children have been referred for life-changing treatment thanks to KidSight Outreach’s early detection of vision problems!
	Kindergarten & Pre - K


	July 2026 Report
	To view the full report visit our website!
	www.TennesseeLionsCharities.org/library
	134 kindergarten and pre-k students screened!
	16 kindergarten and pre-k referred for treatment that will allow for improved social, behavioral, and educational development.
	Ten Lions Club KidSight volunteers spent an estimated 15 hours conducting seven KidSight Outreach vision screenings totaling $521 in volunteer time.

	Top KidSight Outreach Screening Clubs in July
	Lions Club
	Mt. Juliet / West Wilson
	Murfreesboro
	Woodbury
	Greeneville
	# Screened
	70
	29
	25
	10
	# Referred
	6
	7
	3
	0

	July 2026 Report
	365 students across the state of Tennessee in
	grades 1 - 12 participated in KidSightPLUS!
	132 students received referrals from these screenings.
	The families of these referred students received referral information that empowers them to make informed decisions about their child’s healthcare!
	Top KidSightPLUS Clubs
	July 2026
	Visit our website to learn more!
	KidSightPLUS is a great service project for community events!
	Larger population served!
	Simpler protocols!
	Same elevated service that empowers and educates parents!

	Ask how we can get you prepared for your next community event!


	Do you have the latest forms?
	Questions about implied/opt out consent?
	We can provide consent forms that allow you to use a school’s implied/opt out consent policy.  Call or email us to discuss further.
	Email: arthurwilhoite@tnlions.com  Phone: 615-594-1868


	Thank
	Sustaining Donors
	Arthur Wilhoite
	Lelia Gibson
	Roy Koskinen
	Jim McFarland
	Bill Slover
	B.J. Blankensihp
	Carolyn Blankenship
	Fred Mundt
	Diane Mundt
	Steve Falk
	Clifford Swoape
	Ron Birdwell
	Jill Smelser
	Wendy Cain
	Scott Shelhamer
	Katherine Mangione-Swoape
	Patrick Scott
	Mark Cook
	Debbie Mashburn
	Thom Westlake
	Connie Emmons
	Ann Holbrooks
	Rhonda Pruitt
	George Putman
	Tawnya Buster
	Tashena Martinez
	Lynn Wright
	Steve McLellan
	Carl Hirlston


	you!
	We would like to thank the following individuals and Lions Clubs for their support of our efforts in July!
	Lions Club Donations
	Lexington Lions Club
	Lafayette Lions Club
	Lafayette Lioness  Club
	District 12-S Lions

	Individual Donations
	Alejandro and Tashena Martinez
	www.tennesseelionscharities.org/funding


	Become a TLC/KidSight sustaining donor in 2026 to receive this year’s exclusive sustaining donor pin and every year’s exclusive pin going forward!
	2026's Sustaining Donor Pin
	Mission Statement To empower and support the Lions of Tennessee through leadership, programs, and resources that strengthen their impact on the lives of Tennesseans.

